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A Note from Your Pastor 

 
Time flies when you’re having fun…or just when you are super busy.  Summer is, by far, my most favorite 
season of the year.  I like the heat and the pace where we can, in theory, slow down a bit.  For the last 
seventeen years, I have been immersed in camping ministry and therefore there is no slowing down in 
the summer.  In fact things ramp up and go at a pretty feverish pace.  I do want to thank you as a church 
for allowing me to continue in this partnership with the camps.  I realize it is a major adjustment from 
having a full time pastor who is available all of the time (Of course, in reality no one is available all the 
time.) to having to share leadership with other ministries.  In essence, each camp and the church could 
easily take and use a full time person.  The only way this all works is because each person in the ministries 
involved has stepped up to fill in the gaps left without one person having enough time to be everywhere 
at once.  It has been a bit frustrating for me, since I would like to be everywhere all of the time and there 
is always something else that could be done to take each of the ministries to a different and higher level.  
But God is gracious and, in our weaknesses and frailty, God can then demonstrate His power and might.   
 
This all being said, church has never been about the pastor doing all the ministry.  In fact, it is just the 
opposite!  The people who make up the local church are truly the ministers of the church.  The pastor 
simply provides guidance, teaching and direction.  What is YOUR ministry in the church?  What is it that 
God is placing on your heart to do in the Kingdom?  For some it is working with the finances, for others 
it is in the physical plant.  For some it is in organization, for others it is in praying or visiting.  For some it 
is in serving the needs of others, teaching Sunday School or working in outreach efforts to bring in others.  
Even others provide music or share in leading worship times.  There are several opportunities within our 
church to stretch your talents and gifts.  What are you called to do?  I believe a healthy church 
relationship has all of its members both receiving ministry from the church and, in turn, ministering to 
others.  It is not a good balance if all that is happening is that you are receiving from the church. Nor is 
it good if all you seem to be doing is giving.  Ephesians 4:16 reminds us, “From Him the whole body joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, AS EACH PART DOES 
ITS WORK.”  The amazing thing about this is that as you do your work, YOU are built up, and the whole 
of the church becomes healthy!   
 
This fall there are wonderful opportunities to grow in your faith walk with Christ.  There are opportunities 
to serve and be involved.  It is not expected, nor healthy, for you to be involved in everything.  Sometimes 
we have to make decisions between good things.  But I would encourage you to be involved in a deeper 
way than just attending the Worship service on Sunday mornings!   
 
What’s new or renewed this fall?  Unity Fellowship, Wednesday night worship, Sunday School for each 
age group, Worship Team, ACTS (visitation and practical assistance to those in need), early morning 
prayer time (more to come on this), writing an Advent devotional (See a board member!), Communion 
servers, Nursery Volunteers, Finance Team, building and grounds team, volunteering with King’s 
Kids/Play School, and many more opportunities! 
 
God is calling you to minister!  Are you ready to say yes? 
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In the Church Family 
 

Prayer Requests 
James Patillo Tom Biviano Barbara Foringer 
Nan Berrian Cecile White Deb McGrew 
Anita Grace Chege Debbie Foringer 
Luz Maria Selena Short Jessie Mapstone 
Loretta Beuchert Erm Ferris Beverly & Don Bourbon 
Larry Kilbride Mark Bell Kathy Clements 
Travis Oot Lisa S. Heather Miles 
Lisa R. Kelly Griffin’s sister, brother-in-law and children 
Heather Miles  

 
If you would like a name included in this list, call the Church office (315-682-8941) 

or email fbcman@twcny.rr.com. Thank you. 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 
     Birthstone – Sapphire 
     Flower – Aster 

  

 1. Joyce McCartney 
 2. Barbara Davison 
 5. Stacy Norris 
  Stephanie Norris 
 6. Bob Doss 
 7. Virginia “Gini” Wharton    

 12.  Elizabeth Brace 
 18. Charlie Guynup  
  Shirley B. Mapstone 
  Shirley N. Mapstone  
 19.  Jessica Oley 
 22.  Robert Doss 
 23.  Dolores Radell 
 24.  Kenneth Fields (Cook-Lacey) 
 25.  Megan Gagnier  
   Laura Knaebel 
 26.  Laura Flagg 
 29.  Gregory Dominy  

 

 
 16. Kathie & Pete Shevchuk 
 19. Donna & Doug Greene 

 
 

You are special to us and we want to 
remember your special dates. If you have any 
additions to our list, please contact the Church 
office fbcman@twcny.rr.com or 315-682-8941. 



MEETINGS OF THE BOARD 
July 11, 2017 

 Financial Reports from Millar Brace 
indicate that church is on the positive 
side with income but several categories 
are over our 6-month budget timeline. 

 Pastor’s Report: Emily Marris baptized 
on July 23rd. 

 King’s Kids has begun to move into the 
toddler care room as part of the 
revamping. 

 Buildings and Grounds: 
 Brophy Cleaning Service has 

provided a quote for new summer 
hours. 

 Internet install is still in progress.  
 Outreach: Van has been repaired and is 

ready for use. Drivers need to be trained 
and scheduled. 

 
 

August 8, 2017 

 Received resignation of Anne Miller 
from the Board 

 Set Fall Schedule: 
 September 6 @ 7:00pm – 

Wednesday gatherings begin 
(teaching, singing, prayer) 

 September 10 – Worship @ 
10:45am – Dedication of Sunday 
school teachers 

 September 17 
 Sunday school @ 9:30am 
 Semi-Annual Meeting following 

worship 
 November 19 – Thanksgiving Dinner 

(tentative) 
 Several building & grounds projects in 

progress. 
 Gave the go ahead to stripping 

floors in basement and first floor. 
 Approved up to $3,000 for the 

painting of the “King’s Kids 
entrance” and additional updating 
work. 

 

 

 

School supplies are as inexpensive as they will 
ever be right now.  Why not pick up some to 
add to our growing pile of items for 
OPERATION CHRITMAS CHILD shoeboxes?   

Soon it will be time to pack those boxes.  
Wouldn’t it be awesome to be able to bless at 
least 100 children with our gifts?   

Collection boxes will be in the narthex.          

Let’s fill ‘em! 
 
 

Joint Meeting  
American Baptist Women 

and Unity Fellowship 
 

There will be a combined meeting of 
American Baptist Women of our church and Unity 
Fellowship on Saturday, September 30, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Chapel. 

We will first have a dish to pass supper. Bring 
a salad or casserole to share with others. Please 
also bring your own dinner plate, silverware, and 
beverage cup. We will furnish the dessert and 
beverage. 

After the meal, or program will be the music 
of Bill Burt as he plays his guitar and sings for us. 
As you know, Bill is very talented and puts on a 
great musical program! It’s always a pleasure to 
have a visit at our church from Bill and his wife 
Betsy! 

We hope that you can join us on Saturday, 
September 30! 

 



CALENDAR FOR FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, MANLIUS ~ SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  1  
 
 

2 
 
 

3 
10:00 am  

Combined 
Worship w/MUMC 
@ FBC, Manlius 
Rev. Joseph Kim  
preaching 

 

4  
Labor Day 

Church office is 
closed. 

5 
 
 

6  
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Mid-week 
Worship/Chapel 

7 
 
 

8 
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

 

9  
9:00 am – 3:30 

pm ABC NYS – 
Board of Mission/ 
Gym & Kitchen 

10  
9:30 am Sunday 

School for all 
ages 

10:45 am  Worship 
 

11 
1:00 pm Prayer 

Team/Library  
5:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

12 
 

13  
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Mid-week 
Worship/Chapel 

14  
 
 

15 
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

Newsletter 
Items Due 

16 
 

17   
9:30 am Sunday 

School for all ages 
10:45 am  Worship  
After-worship Semi-

annual meeting 

18 
1:00 pm Prayer 

Team/Library  
5:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

19 20 
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Mid-week 
Worship/Chapel 

21 
 

22 
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

 

23 
 

24   
9:30 am Sunday 

School for all ages 
10:45 am  Worship 
 

25 
1:00 pm Prayer 

Team/Library  
5:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

26 27 
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

7:00 - 8:30 pm 
Mid-week 
Worship/Chapel 

28   
 

29 
3:00 - 9:30 pm 

Spradling 
(Sanctuary) 

 

30 
6:30 pm ABW & 

Unity Fellowship/ 
Chapel 

 

 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – 2017 

“I Love The Maker…and The Maker Loves Me!” 
Laughter, praise, games, great snacks, intriguing stories, experiments…well, just plain fun, fun, 
fun!!  The week of June 26th through June 30th was filled with joy as 52 children, 7 youth, and 14 
adults explored some of the facets of God’s love through our VBS curriculum Maker Fun Factory, 
Created by God Built for a Purpose. 

 

 
MANY thanks to all who helped this wonderful week of witness be a success! 
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Discipleship this Fall…                                                                                

Learning to be more Christ-like by hearing and heeding the Word. 

Sunday School for all ages.      
Children and Youth         

Nursery  --  Is this your ministry?  Talk with Ellen.      

Elementary with Kim Granata  --  Would you like to join this team? 

Middle School with  ___________  Could this be you? 

High School with Kelly Griffin 

These groups will all meet in the gym at 9:30-9:45 (Don’t be late!) for action games. 
They will then go to individual rooms for the lesson to continue. 

Adult Options 

 Elective Class with Barbara Brace   “Last Sunday This Morning” as discussion and 
extension of the sermon from the previous Sunday. 

 Small Group with Jill Doss supporting each other with prayer while exploring 
special topics picked by the group. 

 Library Class Jim Mitscher in discussion of topics of special interest. 

Learning During the Week 
                                    

TBA  see Pastor 

 

 

  

 
 

  

WEDNESDAY  7-8:30 pm 

LESSONS WITH PASTOR JOHN 

Beginning September 6th 

THURSDAY 10:00 AM 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Beginning October 5th 

See Ellen for information 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY   

TBA 

See Pastor John 

BOOK CLUB meets monthly to discuss a 
text chosen by the group ---see Ellen 
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First Baptist Church of Manlius 
408 Pleasant Street 
Manlius, NY 13104 

Office Phone: 315-682-8941 
Website: www.firstbaptist-manlius.org 

 

 
Rev. Dr. John R. Buskey, Pastor In case of emergency: 315-682-0252 

Email: pastor@firstbaptist-manlius.org 
 
    Wendy Stearns, Director King’s Kids and Playschool Preschool 

Playschool Office Phone: 315-416-3374 
Email: Playschool408@yahoo.com 

King’s Kids Christian Child Care Office Phone: 315-682-5034 
Email: Director.KingsKids@gmail.com 

  
    Marjorie Torelli, Administrative Assistant Email: fbcman@twcny.rr.com 
    Sharon Argus, Bookkeeper Phone: 315-692-2395 

Email: fbcbookkeeper@twcnky.rr.com 
   
    Mary Schwarz, Director of Music Ministry mschwarz@abc-nys.org 
    John Spradling, Organist John.spradling@gmail.com 
   

 
 

September, 2017 
 

Inviting People to New Life 
Mission Statement 
In celebration of the good news shown to us in Jesus Christ, 
we will invite others to unite with us as part of the family of 
God, sharing the Gospel through 
  Worship, 
  Education, 
  Encouragement of one another, and the 
  Support of Mission 
As we serve Manlius and our surrounding communities. 


